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Message from the President

Greg Creech, PLAIN President

Pine Lake Winter: Let it Snow?!
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Happy New Year from PLAIN! Wow, what a great year for us. Besides our fun holiday events,
community breakfasts, and picnics, PLAIN contributed $2,847 to the City of Pine Lake in 2016
for Nita’s Memorial Bench, Police Vests, the MAP Award, and the new Beach House storage
area. Now, onto an even more fun 2017. As you can tell by the articles below, we have our
winter events ahead, so plan to attend and volunteer. We’ve added a July 4th picnic on July 4th
this year and will continue to support our city. Some ideas for 2017 include purchasing new
trash cans with dog poop bag holders, new picnic tables, and a grill.
THANKS to all the volunteers, board, and attendees for making the success possible. PLAIN is
looking forward to a great New Year with you!

PLAIN Events and News
Chili/Soup Cook-off: Join PLAIN for our annual Chili/Soup Cook-off on
Sunday, February 26, at the Beach House starting at 4:00 PM. Prizes and
awards will be given in several categories. Cooks and volunteers attend for
free; otherwise; the fee is $5.00 per person. So, prepare your best soup,
chili, , or side item (i.e. corn bread) and become one of the lucky Golden
Spoon Award winners. Look for details on Facebook and the Pine Lake
Announce email list.
February Breakfast : After a holiday hiatus, PLAIN’s community breakfast returns on Saturday,
February 5 at the Beach House 8:30—10:30 AM. The cost is $7 for non-members and $6 for
members with a $1 discount- if you bring your own plate, cup and utensils. Children under
10 are $3. Volunteers eat for free.
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Mardi Gras Brunch and Parade: Instead of our regular pancake breakfast, PLAIN will host a
Mardi Gras Brunch on March 4th at the Beach House from 10am- noon. This will be a modified
pot luck brunch - with beverages and Mardi Gras fare provided by PLAIN. The basic menu will
feature beignets, jambalaya, king cake, cafe au lait and more. Please bring side dishes to share.
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Constitution and By-Law Updates: During the holidays the PLAIN Board updated our
Constitution and By-Laws. We plan to present the revised document at our January 19 meeting.

Masks, boas, costumes, tiaras, and other festive attire are encouraged. We will
have a Mardi Gras Parade around the lake—stay tuned for details.
This event is free if you are bringing a dish to share or $7 for non-members
and $6 for members with a $1 discount- if you bring your own plate, cup and
utensils. Children under 10 are $3.

Website—Unavailable: The plainhelps.org website is undergoing an awful transfer process.
Please be patient and we’ll let you know when we are back on-line.
Pine Lake Police Department Honors PLAIN: In December, Chief Sarai Y'hudah-Green
presented PLAIN with a certificate of appreciation for our donation to the police vest fund.
Many thanks to Faye Ridling for spearheading and leading the project. Thanks, Faye! Thanks to
our PLPD for all they do for us. We are glad to help with an important item, like police vests.

www.plainhelps.org
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Pine Lake Lounge
Eva Sotus
Second Saturdays at the Pine Lake Lounge begins the new year with Poet Mikel K and musical
guests Three Way Mirror! Saturday, January 14 at the
Beach House - 8 ‘til 10 PM
'Three Way Mirror is a brand-new trio, comprising three veteran
Atlanta musicians. The group’s unusual instrumentation – alto
sax, tuba, and congas – sets Three Way Mirror apart from other
jazz ensembles in the city and, well, everywhere else. With a deep
book of original compositions and a handful of rarely-played
classics (by Monk, Ornette Coleman, and others), the group’s
sound is funky, but spacey; accessible, but adventurous; rooted in
tradition, but looking to the future'
Jeff Crompton – alto saxophone
YaYa Brown – congas and percussion
Bill Pritchard – tuba

February lounge is Pine Lake’s own Elise Witt and friends.... Saturday, February 11 at the Beach House - 8 ‘til
10 PM
Concert of Love
Elise moved to Pine Lake in 1998, lured here by the promise of being able to walk to a beautiful swimming place. She was
excited to find a house with lots of greenery, so that she could cultivate a big vegetable and flower garden. Turns out that
garden used to be an apple orchard, so the soil was already dark and rich for gardening!

Elise's house was built by one of Pine Lake’s first residents, Mr. Melton, who told her
that he used to put his Christmas lights on what is now the giant oak tree in her front
yard. The house was then owned and lovingly cared for by the Haney family who lived
there for 40 years. Mrs. Haney told Elise that they never used to worry about their kids
because they knew they were playing down at the lake, and could buy pizza in the
beach house!
For the Pine Lake Lounge, Elise plans a Concert of Love, with songs of love of many
kinds - love of nature, love of freedom, love of humanity, love of peace, love of
delicious food, and of course a few romantic love songs! As usual, Elise will have
surprise guests join her, and you can expect to be welcomed to join in the harmonies to
create an Impromptu Glorious Chorus™!
Elise will also have her 6 recordings on EMWorld Records available, and you can buy
them as CDs or Digital Download Cards. To learn more about Elise, visit her
website www.EliseWitt.com
PINE LAKE LOUNGE
$10 donation per person
$5 cork fee (all door and cork fee goes to help pay the musicians as well.)
Light fare and libations available
Doors open 7:30
Adults only event
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Message from the Mayor
Melanie Hammet, Mayor
Dear Neighbors,
As the Mayor of this city I think it’s only fitting that my first municipal action on January 1st of the New Year was to jump in
the freezing lake—clad in a custom-made Pine Lake wetsuit--along with about 20 other residents in various bathing
costumes.
It’s what we do.
I’m one year into my four-year term as your Mayor, and my first reflection on 2016 is this: Thank you. I started a list of the
women and men and boys and girls who contributed to improving Pine Lake with words and work
and creative designs, with singing, phone calls, rehearsals, and sewing machines, with balls of wool and early morning
pancakes, with yet another long meeting with a kid at home and spending time you didn’t necessarily have to benefit your
neighbors and your city. After I got past a few dozen names, I had to stop.
So simply this: Thank you.
I also want to thank our council and staff for their efforts this past year.
We will be publishing a list of City Projects completed in the past year on the website, broken down into categories from
administration to public safety, crediting project managers and groups and giving each a status report. It is a remarkable
list, reflecting collaboration and creativity between departments and residents and elected officials.
To highlight a few of our accomplishments, we finished and passed into law the rewrite of our residential zoning. We are
close to doing the same for our commercial zoning. We updated the Comprehensive Plan that will be our municipal
blueprint for the next decade. We collectively responded to the threat of Greenhaven early in the year (as the county
continues to municipalize). We continued to work with the county and the D.O.T. on the environmental and economic
impact of the widening of our Rockbridge corridor slated for 2018.
In the category of economic development, we worked to help expand the creative and inclusive reputation of the city and
create relationships that enhance our economic sustainability--twin goals through 2020. The
city hosted an economic development breakfast at the Beach House, which was attended by all key players in the
county. Additionally, we founded the Municipal Arts Panel to enrich economic opportunity for the artists within the
city and to further expand Pine Lake as an arts-identified municipality. In April, the MAP awarded the city’s first arts
grant, The Mapmakers Grant, funded by donations from local businesses.
Our city lost two elected officials in the first half of the year, each stepping down for professional and personal reasons.
While we were sorry to see Erika Brown and George Chidi step down, we are very glad to welcome Brandy Hall and
Augusta Woods to their council seats.
In addition to holding our quarterly Town Halls, we also added a Kid’s Town Hall, which was a colossal amount of fun! The
kids had lots of questions and input and are ready for the next one on Feb. 12 th. We will be adding a “Tot’s Town Hall” on
the same day for kids 6 and under.
We—all our elected officials—were proud to pass the Safe Harbor Resolution on November 14th, further declaring that
our city does not and will not tolerate discrimination of any kind. We have been gratified to learn that Blacksburg, Virginia
has used our resolution as a model and adopted their own version this past December.
There is so much more to add to the list of work completed, work in progress, and work to do. There are rising costs, as
always, to basic operations; the work of annexation; the unforeseen crisis. That’s just how it is. We will work together and
we will get it handled.
It’s also what we do.
In a city full of heart and soul there were many heartfelt moments. We lost friends and neighbors we loved. We honored a
young officer killed in the line of duty. We danced in the streets with our police and our children. We sang on the beach
together while awaiting the outcome of our presidential election. We cried and, of course, we laughed.
I look forward to serving you –again- as Mayor in 2017.
Melanie Hammet
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LakeFest Awakens from its Winter Slumber!
Kathie deNobriga
Still glowing from a very successful 2016 Festival, the volunteers are ready to plan the 2017 Festival, scheduled for October
7-8. Join them! There are dozens of different tasks, big and small — there’s something for everyone who wants to play a
part in Pine Lake’s signature arts event! You are invited to a short kickoff meeting on Sunday, February 5 at 7pm (4641
Ridge Drive, home of the sporty red/white Shasta camper). If you can’t come, contact Kathie deNobriga, team leader at
kdenobriga@mindspring.com or call 678-427-9673.

Tour of Homes Will Highlight…..Your Piece of Heaven?
Kathie deNobriga
For the seventh year, Pine Lakers open their homes for a good cause! On Sunday, May 7, the annual Pine Lake Tour of
Homes (Gardens, Patios & Porches, Studios & Decks….whatever) will feature 6-10 new/old, interesting, unique, recently
remodeled, unusual places that Pine Lakers call home. Want to add your piece of heaven to the mix? Contact
kdenobriga@mindspring.com or call 678-427-9673 to find out what’s involved (it’s easy, and a great motivator for finishing
that little project or two). We hope to finalize the tour map by March 15, so call ASAP.Proceeds benefit the arts in Pine
Lake!

Fitness for Everybody
Ellen Mintzmeyer
Interested in an exercise class, not in a gym, but just 3.5 miles from Pine Lake** at Stone Mountain United Methodist
Church? Small classes/ low impact exercise/ chair yoga –This class is great for those returning to exercise, those who want
to increase their flexibility in a safe environment, or those who want to work on strength and balance.
$5 per class, pay when you attend, not for a series; or for those 65 and older: Silversneaker enrollment accepted (no
charge to you)*
Mondays and Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.
Call Ellen Mintzmyer for more details: 404 421 8476
*Silversneakers cards are available through Medicare and your insurance company. The cost of the class will be covered,
even if you also are using the Silversneakers card at a gym with a monthly membership fee
**Interested in starting a carpool or caravan over to the church? Call me..

Free Little Libraries in Pine Lake
Susan Lightcap
Winter has arrived, and it’s a fine time to enjoy a good book while we’re snugged in with a hot
drink as the cold rages outside. Pine Lake has two Free Little Libraries: one is on Clubhouse
between Dogwood and Lakeshore; the other is on Laurel between Orchid and Ridge. Both
have many books, free to borrow, for our community. As an avid reader, I donate books I’ve
enjoyed and no longer want, and pick out books to take their place. Both libraries offer an
ever-changing array of books and are well worth checking out. If you’d like to have a Free
Little Library in your yard, here’s the web site for more info: https://littlefreelibrary.org/about/

NEEDED: Pictures of Pine Lake
Jean Bordeaux
Our New website is coming along. Now that we have a new city Motto, Arts’ Natural Habitat (in case
you haven’t heard) and we soon will have a new logo to roll out (will be ready for the next issue of
PLAIN Talk). Now we need lots of high quality photographs of Pine Lake. Of Course we need pictures
of our beautiful flora and fauna, but we also need pictures of Pine Laker’s doing all the stuff that we
do: play, work, celebrate, dance, volunteer, swim, boat etc. If you have pictures that you would be
willing to have shared on the new Pine Lake website, please send them to PLWeb@gmx.com.
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January 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 City

10

11

12

13

14Pine Lake

Council Mtg
7:30 PM Courthouse

15

16

Lounge
7:30 PM
Beach House

17

18

19 SALT Mtg—10 20

21

AM
PLAIN Mtg—7:00
PM
Beach House

22

23

24

29

30

31City
Council Work
Session
7 :30 PM
Courthouse

25

26

27

28
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February 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4PLAIN Breakfast
8:30—10:30 Beach
House

5

6

7

8

9

10

11Pine Lake
Lounge
7:30 PM
Beach House

12

13 City

14

15

Council Mtg
7:30 PM Courthouse

18

AM
PLAIN Mtg—7:00
PM
Beach House

19

20

21

26 Chili/Soup

27

28 City

Cook Off—4:00 PM
Beach House

16 SALT Mtg—10 17

Council Work
Session
7 :30 PM
Courthouse

22

23

24

25

