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PLAINTALK
Pine Lake Association of Involved Neighbors

Upcoming
>SEED 2nd Annual Pine
Lake plant sale May 4 @ City
Hall Fleeman Park. See pg. 4
for info.
>Pine Lake Lounge 2nd
Saturday of each month-April
Pine Lake’s own Total Babe

PLAIN events
>April 6, May 4, June 1
breakfasts.
>May 27 Memorial Day Picnic
>Meetings 3rd Thursday of
each month
>Beach “officially” opens
Memorial Day weekend

PLAIN BOARD
Calvin Burgamy-President
Tracey Brantley-V President
Mike Seymour-Sec/Breakfast
Co-ordinator

FoodWell Alliance Meets Pine Lake
The Pine Lake Community Food Forum was held Wednesday,
February 6th, at the Beach House with fun, engaging activities
and great local food for City of Pine Lake residents and
stakeholders.(http://www.foodwellalliance.org/) In 2019, Food
Well Alliance will select one pilot city to develop a City Urban Agriculture
Plan. Seven cities have submitted their interest in becoming the pilot city.
As part of our selection process, Food Well Alliance will host a Community
Food Forum in Pine Lake, Hapeville, Alpharetta, Clarkston, Lovejoy, East
Point, and Lawrenceville.
Forums will serve to inform and assess the readiness of both the local
government and the local community to participate in a comprehensive and
inclusive planning process with Food Well Alliance and Atlanta Regional
Commission. Pine Lake’s event was well attended with of 50 people
showing up for the event.

Gayle Austin-Treasurer
Greg Creech-Pres Emeritus
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March 9-Eva Sotus of MAPs (Municipal Arts Panel) presented the Soul
Champs at the Pine Lake Lounge at the regular 2nd Saturday Lounge. As
usual Eva created a wonderful evening for Pine Lakers at the Beach House.
The band rocked and even rolled a bit with high energy, danceable, and
original takes on standard jazz, rock and soul songs.

Pine Lake Business
Spotlight: Furtopia
by Darby Johnson
Many things have changed on
Rockbridge Road through the
decades, but Fur-topia has remained a
Pine Lake staple. For 35 years, Patty
has been serving the community in
Dekalb County with her pet
grooming and boarding services.
Patty worked as a Trauma Technician
for 21 years and would groom dogs
in her off time. She eventually got
tired of her hectic schedule and
committed to the work that made her
happiest. Patty’s commitment to
“keeping it in the community” has
developed many relationships and
loyal customers, which has been one
of her favorite aspects of her career.
“When you come in, you’re no
longer a customer,” Patty said. “You
and your pet become part of my
family.” Fur-topia prides itself on
being a business that makes a
connection with the owner and
animal. She encourages anyone who
is nervous about grooming to come
in and talk with here as she can.“
In addition to grooming over thirty
dogs a day, Fur-topia offers dog
boarding for days at a time or if
you’ll be having a long day at work.
(continued page 3)
Absit invidia

(19th Annual)LakeFest Update: Plans for 2019 LakeFest are already
underway! Save-the-date to be at Pine Lake for everyone's favorite fall
festival on October 5-6! If you'd like to help plan LakeFest 2019, email
pinelakefest@gmail.com for more info or join the LakeFest Team at our
next meeting on March 26, 7 p.m. at 630 Spruce. We'd love to have you on
our Team. See page 6 for more info.

March 2—Mardi Gras pot luck breakfast and march around the lake gets
funky. PLAIN’s annual Mardi Gras breakfast, organized by Lynn Callery,
was as delicious as well as a close knit community event. An estimated 50
Pine Lakers and friends met at the Beach House and consumed delicious
beignets prepared lovingly by Susan Lightcap. Many other delicious
victuals such as King Cake (Megan Pulsts!), cheese grits, and vegan dishes
were served. Following the breakfast, Mick Kinney and the Kingfish
Strutters led a festive crew of Pine Lakers around the lake. (See photos on
page 7)

Economic Development Task Force Update by Suzy Tarnower
Realizing that both the economic stability and the quality of life of Pine
Lake are intertwined with the health and viability of the Rockbridge Road
corridor running through our city, last August Mayor Hammet selected
David Burt as our commercial
development consultant,
recruited a group of residents to
participate and established the
Economic Development Task
Force. The group, whose
members include Suzy
Tarnower, Brandy Beavers,
Calvin Burgamy, Jan
Christiansen, Jonny Coe and
Michael Wardner, along with the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem Jean
Bordeaux, came together in a series of meetings and workshops to develop
a Vision Statement for our Rockbridge Road commercial district, along with
Goals related to the ideals (cont. pg. 5)
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Furtopia continued —I’m open at obnoxious hours for people,” Patty said. “We even offer late night pick-ups so I can help
everybody.” Patty plans on running Fur-topia for as long as she can.
“I never expected my family to be as big as it is now,” Patty said. “I
thought of it as a business at first, but my customers have become
my family.”
While most days are positive, Patty dreads the days when she
receives a call from a client saying their pet has died. She shares the
grief that these owners feel and has customers who still come to the
shop just to visit her.
Patty thinks the best way to compliment her services is to refer her
to friends and family. “It’s my name on that door,” Patty said.
“Things get done my way and it gets done right.”
Recently, Patty has been advocating and marketing for rescue dogs
and other animals within her shop. She has facilitated many
successful adoptions and features them within her shop. Patty
highly encourages Pine Lake residents to attend her monthly lowcost vaccine clinics held at her shop. Her website (http://
www.pattysfur-topia.com) has information for the dates and the
specific vaccinations offered. Patty’s Furtopia is located next to the
Post Office at 4577 Rockbridge Rd SW, Stone Mountain, GA 30083
(404) 228-2264

Furtopia Affordable Pet Vaccines

Organized by Jennifer Bridges, SEED presents the 2nd Annual
Pine Lake Plant Sale on Saturday, May 4th from 10 AM to 2
PM across from City Hall. Plants are provided by your neighbors,
and 100% of the proceeds go toward the planting of a second
Monarch way station on June 1st. Come buy plants for a
suggested donation of $3-$10 and beautify your yard while
helping your city! In a nutshell: You donate your time and energy
by digging, propagating, or sprouting seeds from your yard or
home. Your neighbors then buy the plants, with 100% of the
money goes back to the community.
(continued on pg. 5)
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Image Gallery by Tom Ramsey ©2019 Tom Ramsey
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Economic Development Task Force (continued from pg 2) set forth in the Vision Statement and a specific set of Strategic
Initiatives that Pine Lake and its residents can implement to achieve the Goals. In addition, Mr. Burt and the committee
developed a questionnaire/survey available on-line and at City Hall and handed out at a PLAIN breakfast so that the
residents of Pine Lake and surrounding communities could give their opinions on a variety of topics such as how they
would describe Pine Lake, the appearance of the business district in Pine Lake, their sense of safety when patronizing the
businesses, how often they visited the businesses and other subjects related to Pine Lake and its commercial corridor.
There was a tremendous response to the survey, with over 180 completed surveys from Pine Lake residents and our
neighbors. Using these responses and through a series of meetings, the EDTF crafted a Vision Statement, developed a
series of Goals and created a series of Strategic Initiatives so that we will have a list of fairly straightforward projects
designed to create visible progress in achieving the community's vision for Rockbridge Road. Mr. Burt will present the
Rockbridge Road Commercial Corridor Economic Development Vision & Plan to the City Council and members of the
community at a council meeting soon. Please attend the meeting so you can hear these ideas and be prepared to participate
in the implementation of these great ideas!

(SEED continued from pg 3) Steps:
1. Look around your yard. Any plants going out of control? Not fitting in your environment? Donate!
2. Come pick up a pots from the blue bin at the corner of Olive and Park! Don’t know how to pot, propagate, or
grow from seed? Request a volunteer to help at PineLakePlants@gmail.com
3. If you can’t ID what you’ve potted, email PineLakePlants@gmail.com to get some help with plant ID!
4. Bring your plants to Fleeman Park at 9:30 AM on May 4th, and hang around to buy what your neighbors
bring!
Sorry, these plants are considered invasive and cannot be donated:
Japanese spirea, Tropical milkweed, any kind of ivy (unless for indoors only),Wisteria,Mahonia, Japanese
barberry, Nandina, Mimosa tree, Rose of Sharon, Morning glory, Japanese honeysuckle, Thorny Olive

Anonymous Pine Lake Good Citizen cleans up Snapfinger Creek. If you walked behind the lake on the path recently
you were bound to notice Snapfinger Creek collected a lot of garbage due to the heavy rains and human littering. And
you may have wondered aloud to your self, “Self, why doesn’t someone do something about this unsightly mess that
accumulates next to our beautiful lake?” Well, someone else wondered the same thing and decided to do
something about it. Anonymous Citizen reportedly asked the city if there were any liability issues in
someone taking it upon themselves to climb down and pick up the trash and was told “No.” So A.C.
proceeded forthwith and did good work. It is quite amazing to see the difference.
Thank you so much Anonymous Citizen!
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Goods, Services, and Announcements

Artists: It's LakeFest Logo Time! The LakeFest 2019 Logo Contest is now underway! Help us "brand"
LakeFest 2019 by creating this year's logo.
The winning artist will receive a $100 cash prize(!) and have your artwork displayed on our fabulous LakeFest
T-shirts and collectable posters!
Please share this news about our contest with others who may be interested.. The submission deadline is May
1st--Here are more details:
LOGO CONTEST DETAILS:
The winning design will be used in the following applications:
1. In an 11” x 17” full-color poster (printed on glossy card stock) commemorative poster
2. In an 8.5” x 11” full-color promotional flyer used to advertise LakeFest.
3. On official festival merchandise including T-Shirts to be sold at LakeFest
Contestants are to submit 3 mockups of their design to include the following:
1. Poster Text: Pine LakeFest 2019
Pine Lake, GA 30072
October 5 (10am-6pm) and October 6 (12pm-6pm)
Art, Music, Food, Fun (festival tagline; can use icons in place of commas)
2. Flyer Text: All info listed on poster, AND:
Lakeshore Drive, Pine Lake, GA 30072
Saturday 10/6/19 10am–6pm; Sunday 10/6/19 12pm –6pm
Saturday: Chalk art contest
Sunday: Floatzilla (Floating parade)
3. Merchandise Text (Logo)
Pine LakeFest 2019
SUBMISSIONS must be received by May 1. No late entries will be considered.
Submit all entries to Pinelakefest@gmail.com Contact Kathie (Pinelakefest@gmail.com) or Wanda
(wanda.cool@gmail.com) with any questions.

Announcement: Life is good, til it isn’t.
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Total Babe is the musical pairing of Meg Brooks and Emily
Backus, who met thanks to some dedicated mutual friends
and a bit of light internet stalking.
Their music is folk/Americana, marked by tight harmonies
and lush acoustic arrangements.
Similar artists include Gillian Welch and Dave Rawlings,
The Everly Brothers, The Indigo Girls, and The Weepies.
Schoolteachers by day, Emily and Meg have the earliest
bedtimes of any band you know.
Hear their plaintive harmonies at https://
totalbabeatl.bandcamp.com/ ."
April 13, Doors open 7:30
8-10 pm
10$ suggested donation all goes to the fabulous music
Libations-organic coffee/tea -pizza and sumpin sweet available
Pine Lake beach-house on Lakeshore Dr 30072

Mardi Gras Photos continued from page 2 (thanks Tom Ramsey)
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CALENDARS OF EVENTS (from pinelakega.com)
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